
HONORS COLLEGE - COURSE CONTRACT

Student Name: 

Student Banner ID: 
Course: PSYC3580 - 001 - Social Psychology   - Credit Hours 3

Term: Spring 2020 Professor: 

Initiated By: Reuben A. Moguel on 01-13-2020
Comments:
This contract should be completed by the 15th day of class. 

Professor  approved on 01-13-2020
Optional Comments:
Coleman and I met today at 2 to determine which aspects would be expanded for contracting this course. We chose 2 major 
aspects to expand, which will be incorporated through multiple homework assignments as well as our final project and paper.  

Department Head  approved on 01-13-2020
Department Head Comments:
No Comment Entered 

CONTRACT DETAILS:
1. Describe the Honors component of the course, discussing the nature of the project, how this project constituites "Honors,"
and the nature of the "consolidating experience". Be as specific as possible in describing what the student's assignment will
be, including references to specific readings and/or methodologies where appropriate, lengths of required papers or reports, 
number and nature of presentations, etc. Research papers are typically 8-10 double spaced pages but certain other projects 
may include a shorter report. 

For this course, students are required to design and conduct a brief Psychology paper in APA format. To expand on this, 
will do a more extensive literature review and write about 5 peer-reviewed Psychology journal articles (whereas the 

rest of the class only have to include 3). We complete a series of homework assignments using these articles, so each of 
these will be about 1.5 times longer. This will give a more in depth look at the research on his topic (which are 
student-chosen and can relate to any aspect of Social Psychology). In addition, will design and conduct a brief 
experiment that will build on this previous literature (whereas the rest of the class do correlational studies. They have the
option of an experiment as well, but only 1-2 students each semester chooses this option). will learn how to program 
this experiment in Qualtrics, including the appropriate randomization for an experimental design, which is an aspect the rest
of the class doesn't learn. We will then collect data as a class on each student's study. He will learn how to write formal 
APA-style Results and Discussion sections for his experiment. Across the semester, each section of the eventual final paper 
is turned in as a homework assignment for feedback, after which he will turn in his Final Paper (8-12 pages in length) that 
incorporates everything we have covered across the semester (Introduction, Method, Results, Discussion, References Page, and 
a Feedback/Reflection page). 

2. How does the Honors component differ from normal course expectations (a copy of the syllabus may be provided to 
illustrate)? Address if the Honors component will be factored into the final grade in the course and, if so, what the grading
expectations will be. 

will find and include more journal articles than the typical class and will learn how to conduct an experiment on his
topic of choice. The homework submissions related to this project will then be longer than for the rest of the class, and his
Final Paper will be longer as well. This Final Paper will be worth 10% of the final course grade, and the Homework 
Assignments (most of which are related to the Final Paper) are worth 20% of the final course grade. 
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